COMMISSIONERS MEETING March 12, 2013


The Board of Hocking County Commissioners met in regular session this 12th day of March, 2013 with the following members present John Walker, Sandy Ogle, and Clark Sheets.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to adjourn the March 7, 2013 meeting.                 Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.
MEETING: The meeting was called to order by President Clark Sheets.

MINUTES: March 7, 2013 minutes approved as read. 

AGENDA: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker to approve the Agenda.   Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

PUBLIC COMMENT: County resident Bill Kaeppner stated he has 5 events scheduled for this year and wanted to know if the Commissioners had any reports of attended meetings. Sandy said she attended a meeting at the Youth Building with Representative Ron Hood and that she and Clark expressed that 4-H should be the last to the cuts. Sandy also stated she attended the Scenic Hills Senior Center breakfast on Saturday. Clark stated he attended the Health Department meeting

SUB GRANT AGREEMENT-COMMON PLEAS: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to authorize President Clark Sheets to sign the  Hocking County Adult Felony Drug Court Sub-Grant Agreement for the Common Pleas Court.  Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT RESOLUTION: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker to make a resolution to accept the Enterprise Zone Agreement/Project Status Report for the following: RoKeith Enterprises Inc., Sawmiller LLC, Gabriel Logan LLC, and Hocking County Improvement Corporation.  Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

SCENIC HILL SENIOR CENTER: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker to authorize President Clark Sheets to sign a letter for the Scenic Hill Senior Center to HAPCAP stating that the county obtained the Center located at 187 South Spring Street, Logan, Ohio in the year of 1974 thru grant funding.  Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

911 MONTHLY REPORT: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to approve the 911 report for the month of February.  Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

JUDGE MOSES: Judge Moses came in to answer a question on how many cases are waivable cases; the Judge stated that every case is processed thru court and they have had 3,262 traffic offences last year, traffic cases this year at this time is 668 not criminal cases. The Judge left the room to get the journal entry.                  

LOAD LIMIT PERMIT –ROAD REPAIR AGREEMENT: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker to approve for Green Township Load Limit Permits for the Ohio Oil Gathering II, LLC to exceed the February 1, 2013 to April 30, 2013, 50% legal load reductions contained in the January 29, 2013 resolution, but not to exceed the load limits specific in Section 5577.07 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Road Repair Agreement.   Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

TRAVEL: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to approve the following travel request:

1) SHSC
-
Marjie Moore to attend the OASC Conference on March 10-12, 2013 in Columbus, Ohio.                    Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

APPROPRIATION TRANSFER: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to approve the following Appropriation Transfer:

1) Common Pleas

-
$20.00 from AO2B04/Equipment to AO2B12D/Other Expenses

Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea. 

JUDGE MOSES: Judge Moses returned and presented the order for Special Project Fund that was set up by Judge Wallace. The Judge stated that for clarification John Walker had asked where the money comes from and where does it go, I am already paying 2 employees out of that fund which it is not set up to do, you can hire and train employees but not fund employees thru it, but I can get more clarification for you. Sandy said this is where your special fund money goes. Judge Moses said this is showing setting up the fund. Judge Moses stated that only 4 of his employees are paid out of the general fund the rest I self fund which the core issue I have a problem with here it’s not what the statutes says it’s not what the law says. The Judge asked what was the purpose of the information on the Special Projects Fund. John said he wondered what and how these were set up for theses Special Projects Funds isn’t there a court order or document written for all of theses. The Judge stated yes do you want them all. John said if he could. The Judge asked why. John said to look at them and compare them as I told you yesterday I feel we need research not only your court but upstairs. Sandy asked you are within your right to say you are not going to pay the people out of these funds. The Judge said I can do that. Sandy said if you do that what would happen. The Judge said you would have to give me the money the other option is what Ed Johnston did 30 years ago and sue the Commissioners, the Supreme Court rules that you guys are obligated to give me the funds and I don’t want to do that and he asked that the scrutiny not only on him but all the departments.

OCCUPATIONAL LETTER: John stated the letter from Occupational Health requesting use of the County name should be looked at by the Prosecutor. Sandy agreed. 

RECORDS COPIER: Clark stated that the Xerox service agreement for the Records Department will expire at the end of the month and because this product has reached the end of its service life they will not renew the agreement. Clark stated to the clerk that they have had some problems with the copier. The clerk said the Xerox copier is not working well and the copier they got from the Auditor’s office is not working either and it will only copy 2 pages and then it quits. John asked what kind of copier they need. Clark asked for Jane to come in next Tuesday.

EMA ASSISTANT: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker to hire Ted Cox as an assistant to use grant money.    Vote: Walker yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

SEWER ACCOUNTS: Motion by Sandy Ogle and seconded by John Walker that Dan Cole be responsible for sewer account charges for only the time he purchased the property.   Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.

DISCUSSION: Clark stated that they have another one from Belinda Bowe. The clerk stated she sent it to Sewer Superintendent Kevin Loudin to look into and there is confusion, Kevin says the bill is right and the property owner doesn’t think it is right that it belongs to another property. Sandy said that it has to do with her son Pat, and when he talked to her about it she had assumed it belonged to the house they bought, when Kevin talked to her the other day that it is not the house they bought it is the other property where the house burned and Pat is going to get with Kevin and talk to him and find out where the bill goes. Clark said they are going to work it out. Sandy said yes.

YOUTH BUILDING: John asked what the outcome of the youth building was. Clark said the agreement is that Soil and Water is going to handle the money and the Extension Office will handle the scheduling because 90% is 4-H related.

DISCUSSION: John said he had talked to Cheri Hass regarding some questions Marjie Moore Director of the Senior Center has and that she would get in touch with Marjie.

ATHENS HOCKING SOLID WASTE:  Roger bail of the Athens Hocking Solid Waste District dropped off the Feasibility Study.
DISCUSSION: John stated the other thing he had that was upsetting that he became aware of an incident last week that occurred the day after Ryan Berry resigned that he understood that Sandy and Ryan’s mother went into the office to the clerk over there and requested that Ryan’s mother could see the cell phone and I think the girl said she couldn’t do that and so she looked at you and you said that’s fine I’ll take responsibility so she in turn gave you the phone and I understand you took it outside you and Ryan’s mother and when it came back in it had been apart and the battery was out of it. John said with all the controversy that has surrounded this that has been it was very unprofessional, unethical and certainly was not in the best interest of the county and that’s all he was going to say right now. Sandy said she could explain to him exactly what happened, Maggi called and said that there was some of Ryan’s stuff left up there and she was going to go pick it up and there was some pictures on the phone that she would like to make copies. Sandy said she volunteered, she said to Maggi; I’ll go with you so no one could ever accuse you of doing something wrong, and so I went with her. Sandy said she went in and the phone was there and she asked Sonja if it would be okay to take the phone. Sonja picked it up and looked at the phone and shrugged her shoulders like that and she said; well I guess and she looked at me and I said I had no problem with it, so Maggi got the phone we went down to Bill Shaw’s office, went into his office, Bill was sitting right there in the chair, she had her personal computer there she plugged it in, I never saw her take the phone apart, she put the pictures on her computer and took the phone back up to her. Sandy said she didn’t feel like she did anything wrong because for one thing the phone was never in question when he resigned, the phone was never in question it was his résumé so there was no gag order on the phone it is public record anyone can request it so I don’t feel like I did anything wrong. Clark said through a public records request anybody could request it. Sandy said she was sorry she didn’t feel she did anything wrong if I thought I was doing something wrong I wouldn’t have done it so what do you think. John said it was very unprofessional and with all the controversy and certainly was not in the best interest of the county. Sandy asked if there was controversy over the phone. Cindy from the Municipal Court asked who owns the phone. Clark and John said the county. John said he guessed he didn’t state that. Sandy stated that no one ever forced Sonja to do anything she just said – she shrugged her shoulders and said I guess its okay and I said I don’t have a problem with it, but the phone was never out of my sight and I have a copy of the pictures it wasn’t that she took anything off the phone that disappeared from the phone it was just that the pictures and I have them here if any one wishes to see them. Clark said yeah he would. John said he stated his feelings on this.

Sandy said the only other thing she had was about Judge Moses’ records but I think we covered that. John said that he told him yesterday that I asked him about those, and its something they need to look into and compare the different, he’s talking about how many cases and the amount of money and asking about facts and I told him he inherited those projects and it’s not something we can just snap our fingers and say here is $65,000.00 because once we do that we’re indebted for years down the road and we know this is going to follow in other departments so we need to balance things in other courts or whatever we need to look at this. Sandy said decrease some courts and giving him (inaudible). John said we need to look at how things are funded and try to get some of the particulars I definitely feel there is no way I would feel comfortable trying to give money till mid summer and we see what the State Budget, what Kasich is putting out here and what’s going to happen and I think we need to research that. Clark said it is something we have to address. County resident Bill Kaeppner asked if they had asked legal council what their liability is on this. John said that is why we are trying to research this to come up with the answers. Sandy said it is his court he is concerned about, it is his court that makes the funding.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Sandy Ogle to adjourn the meeting.

Vote: Walker, yea, Ogle, yea, Sheets, yea.
Peggi Warthman, Clerk


Board of Hocking County Commissioners

This is to certify that the above is the true action taken by this Board of Hocking County Commissioners at a regular 

meeting of the Board held on March 12, 2013.

Peggi Warthman, Clerk
Clark Sheets, President
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